MIDDLE SCHOOL
Summer Reading Suggestions

A Wolf Called Wander
by Rosanne Parry

Swift, a young wolf cub, lives with his pack in the mountains learning
to hunt, competing with his brothers and sisters for hierarchy, and
watching over a new litter of cubs. Then a rival pack attacks, and Swift
and his family scatter.
Alone and scared, Swift must flee and find a new home. His journey
takes him a remarkable one thousand miles across the Pacific
Northwest. The trip is full of peril, and Swift encounters forest fires,
hunters, highways, and hunger before he finds his new home.
Inspired by the true story of a wolf named OR-7 (or Journey).

Eragon
by Christopher Paolini

When fifteen-year-old Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the
forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy. But
when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he
has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself.
Overnight his simple life is shattered, and, gifted with only an ancient
sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller,
Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and
power. Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire.
Book 1 in the Inheritance Series

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
by E. L. Konigsburg

This Newbery Award-winning novel tells the story of 12-year-old
Claudia, who decides to run away from home—and brings her little
brother Jamie along for the ride. She chooses the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City as their new home and they quickly
settle into living secretly in the museum. But when a new exhibit
arrives—a marble angel statue that might just be a real
Michaelangelo — the children fall into the middle of a mystery that
takes them on another grand adventure: finding the previous owner
of the statue, Mrs. Frankweiler herself, in hopes of proving it! This
classic, suspenseful read with an urban adventure story has been a
favorite for generations.

Dragon Slippers
by Jessica Day George

When her aunt uses the orphan girl Creel as bait for a dragon — and
therefore a prince — as a way to drag the family out of poverty, Creel
befriends the dragons instead! With encouragement from her new
friends, and a gift of a mysterious pair of slippers, Creel moves to the
city and opens a dress shop, only to find herself drawn into a conflict
that could spell the end of both the kingdom and the dragons. With an
epic world, exciting action, and vivid description, this book is sure to
captivate young readers.
Creel (and the dragons’) story also continues in the sequels, Dragon
Flight and Dragon Spear.

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer
by John Grisham

In the small city of Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and though
he’s only thirteen years old, Theo Boone thinks he’s one of them.
Theo knows every judge, policeman, court clerk—and a lot about the
law. He dreams of being a great trial lawyer, of a life in the courtroom.
But Theo finds himself in court much sooner than expected. Because
he knows so much—maybe too much—he is suddenly dragged into
the middle of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about
to go free, and only Theo knows the truth.
The stakes are high, but Theo won’t stop until justice is served.

Escape from Mr. Limoncello’s Library
by Chris Grabenstein

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, (if not the
teachers), and an ardent fan of all games: board games, word games,
and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most
notorious and creative gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be
the genius behind the building of the new town library.
Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot to be one of the first 12 kids in the
library for an overnight of fun, food, and lots and lots of games. But
when morning comes, the doors remain locked. Kyle and the other
winners must solve every clue and every secret puzzle to find the
hidden escape route. And the stakes are very high.

The Unwanteds
by Lisa McMann

Have you ever felt unloved or like you're not good enough? In the
Village of Quill, they take being unwanted to the extreme! At age 13,
the youth are sorted into categories. The intelligent Wanteds go to
University, and the artistic Unwanteds go to their death! When Alex is
sorted into the Unwanteds and separated from his twin, he has a
surprise in store when the busload of Unwanteds is taken to their
execution. I don't want to give away the story, but Alex finds out that
being Unwanted is the best thing that ever happened to him. The
Unwanteds series is full of magic and adventure as the kids find out
how far creativity will take them. And, yes, they might just have to fight
the bad guys and save the day in every book, too.

Ready Player One
by Ernest Cline

A world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready?
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade Watts
really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the OASIS, a vast virtual world
where most of humanity spends their days. When the eccentric
creator of the OASIS dies, he leaves behind a series of fiendish
puzzles, based on his obsession with the pop culture of decades past.
Whoever is first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune—and
control of the OASIS itself. Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly
he’s beset by rivals who’ll kill to take this prize. The race is on—and the
only way to survive is to win.

Out of My Mind
by Sharon M. Draper

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she
has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to
diagnose her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated
classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally
challenged because she cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses
to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone
know it - somehow.
In this breakthrough story, readers will come to know a brilliant mind and
a brave spirit who will change forever how they look at anyone with a
disability.

Counting by 7s
by Lisa McMann

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and
diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It
has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her
adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy
life...until now.
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die
in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this
book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but
extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her
journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate
family is a joy and a revelation to read.

