UPPER SCHOOL
Summer Reading Suggestions

11 Paper Hearts
by Kelsey Hartwell

Ella’s life was picture perfect. She had a circle of close friends, a jam-packed
social life, and an amazing boyfriend. But then something completely
unexpected happened: a car accident after a Valentine’s Day dance. When
Ella woke up in the hospital, she couldn’t remember the accident . . . or
anything about the weeks before it, including the reason she broke up with
her boyfriend. Now, a year later, she begins receiving paper hearts from a
mysterious admirer who seems to have the answers she craves. Ella is
intrigued. The hearts contain clues to help Ella remember her life before . . .
and take her on a journey she never imagined. Following the paper hearts is
the most spontaneous thing Ella has ever done . . . but will she find love?

Endurance: Shackleton's Incredible Voyage
by Alfred Lansing

In August 1914, polar explorer Ernest Shackleton boarded the Endurance
and set sail for Antarctica, where he planned to cross the last uncharted
continent on foot. In January 1915, after battling its way through a thousand
miles of pack ice and only a day's sail short of its destination, the Endurance
became locked in an island of ice.
Thus began the legendary ordeal of Shackleton and his crew of twenty-seven
men. When their ship was finally crushed between two ice floes, they
attempted a near-impossible journey over 850 miles of the South Atlantic's
heaviest seas to the closest outpost of civilization.

Skyhunter
by Marie Lu

Talin is a Striker, a member of an elite fighting force that stands as the last
defense for the only free nation in the world: Mara. A refugee, Talin knows
firsthand the horrors of the Federation, a world-dominating war machine
responsible for destroying nation after nation with its terrifying army of mutant
beasts known only as Ghosts.
But when a mysterious prisoner is brought from the front to Mara's capital, Talin
senses there’s more to him than meets the eye. Is he a spy from the Federation?
What secrets is he hiding? Only one thing is clear: Talin is ready to fight to the
death alongside her fellow Strikers for the only homeland she has left . . . with or
without the boy who might just be the weapon to save―or destroy―them all.

Challenger Deep
by Neal Shusterman

Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth:
Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas Trench. Caden Bosch is a
brilliant high school student whose friends are starting to notice his odd
behavior.
Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in residence to document the
journey with images. Caden Bosch pretends to join the school track team but
spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head. Caden
Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny.
Caden Bosch is torn.

Girlhood: Teens Around the World in Their Own Voices
by Masuma Ahuja

All around the world, girls are going to school, working, dreaming up big
futures—they are soccer players and surfers, ballerinas and chess champions.
Yet we know so little about their daily lives.
From the Americas to Europe to Africa to Asia to the South Pacific, the thirty
teens from twenty-seven countries in Girlhood share their own stories of
growing up through diary entries and photographs, and the girls’ stories are put
in context with reporting and research that helps us understand the
circumstances and communities they live in. This full-color, exuberantly
designed volume is a portrait of ordinary girlhood around the world, and of the
world, as seen through girls’ eyes.

We Are Not Free
by Traci Chee

Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco.
Fourteen teens who form a community and a family, as interconnected as
they are conflicted.
Fourteen teens whose lives are turned upside down when over 100,000
people of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes and forced into
desolate incarceration camps.
In a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must
rally together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart.

Dragon Hoops
by Gene Luen Yang

Gene understands stories―comic book stories, in particular. Big action. Bigger
thrills. And the hero always wins. But Gene doesn’t get sports. But at the high
school where he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The men’s varsity
team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season. Each victory brings them
closer to their ultimate goal: the California State Championships.
Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes that their story is just
as thrilling as anything he’s seen on a comic book page. He knows he has to
follow this epic to its end. What he doesn’t know yet is that this season is not
only going to change the Dragon's lives, but his own life as well.

The Light of Days: The Untold Story of Women Resistance
Fighters in Hitler's Ghettos
by Judy Batalion

Witnesses to the brutal murder of their families and neighbors and the violent
destruction of their communities, a cadre of Jewish women in Poland—some still
in their teens—helped transform the Jewish youth groups into resistance cells to
fight the Nazis. With courage, guile, and nerves of steel, these “ghetto girls” paid
off Gestapo guards, hid revolvers in loaves of bread and jars of marmalade, and
helped build systems of underground bunkers. They bombed German train lines
and blew up a town’s water supply. They also nursed the sick, taught children,
and hid families. Yet the exploits of these courageous resistance fighters have
remained virtually unknown.

We Were Liars
by E. Lockhart

A beautiful and distinguished family.
A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.
Read it.
And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.

Caraval
by Stephanie Garber

Scarlett has never left the tiny island where she and her beloved sister, Tella, live
with their powerful, and cruel, father. Now Scarlett’s father has arranged a
marriage for her, and Scarlett thinks her dreams of seeing Caraval, the far-away,
once-a-year performance where the audience participates in the show, are over.
With the help of a mysterious sailor, Tella whisks Scarlett away to the show.
Only, as soon as they arrive, Tella is kidnapped by Caraval’s mastermind
organizer, Legend. Scarlett has been told that everything that happens during
Caraval is only an elaborate performance. But she nevertheless becomes
enmeshed in a game of love, heartbreak, and magic with the other players in the
game.

Arch of Triumph
by Erich Maria Remarque

It is 1939. Despite a law banning him from performing surgery, Ravic—a German
doctor and refugee living in Paris—has been treating some of the city’s most
elite citizens for two years on the behalf of two less-than-skillful French
physicians.
Forbidden to return to his own country, and dodging the everyday dangers of
jail and deportation, Ravic manages to hang on—all the while searching for the
Nazi who tortured him back in Germany. And though he’s given up on the
possibility of love, life has a curious way of taking a turn for the romantic, even
during the worst of times.

The Unwanted: Stories of Syrian Refugees
by Don Brown

Starting in 2011, refugees flood out of war-torn Syria in Exodus-like proportions.
The surprising flood of victims overwhelms neighboring countries, and chaos
follows. Resentment in host nations heightens as disruption and the cost of aid
grows. By 2017, many want to turn their backs on the victims. The refugees are
the unwanted.
Don Brown depicts moments of both heartbreaking horror and hope in the
ongoing Syrian refugee crisis. Shining a light on the stories of the survivors, The
Unwanted is a testament to the courage and resilience of the refugees and a call
to action for all those who read.

Foundryside
by Robert Jackson Bennett
Sancia Grado is a thief, and a good one. And her latest target is nothing her
unique abilities can’t handle. But unbeknownst to her, Sancia’s been sent to steal
an artifact of unimaginable power, an object that could revolutionize the magical
technology known as scriving. The Merchant Houses who control this magic
have already used it to transform Tevanne into a vast, remorseless capitalist
machine.
To have a chance at surviving—and at stopping the deadly transformation that’s
underway—Sancia will have to marshal unlikely allies, learn to harness the
artifact’s power for herself, and undergo her own transformation, one that will
turn her into something she could never have imagined.

Flowers in the Gutter: The True Story of the Edelweiss Pirates,
Teenagers Who Resisted the Nazis
by K. R. Gaddy

Fritz, Gertrud, and Jean were classic outsiders: their clothes were different, their
music was rebellious, and they weren’t afraid to fight. But they were also
Germans living under Hitler, and any nonconformity could get them arrested or
worse. As children in 1933, they saw their world change. As Hitler’s grip
tightened, these three found themselves trapped in a nation whose government
contradicted everything they believed in. And by the time they were teenagers,
the Nazis expected them to be part of the war machine. Fritz, Gertrud, and Jean
and hundreds like them said no. They grew bolder, painting anti-Nazi graffiti,
distributing anti-war leaflets, and helping those persecuted by the Nazis. Their
actions were always dangerous. This is their story.

