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Channeling flower power

I
t’s one of  the most
discussed, con-
tentious and
dramatized mo-

ments of  American his-
tory in the 20th century,
interpreted in wildly
different ways by
wildly different author-
ities. 
The legacy of  the

Vietnam War, and the
impact it had on the
homefront, still res-
onate today in movies,
music and the culture
at large, but under-
standing it as more
than pop culture sound
bites can be daunting
for the younger genera-
tions who were not
there to witness it first-
hand.
George Walton Acad-

emy has tackled that
challenge head on re-

cently, with a new “I
Did It for You” study, a
nine-week interdiscipli-
nary effort to try and
teach students about
the breadth of  an era.
The school kicked off

the new study with a
big event. High school
students were encour-
aged to dress in the
fashions of  the 1960s
and as they gathered in
the gymnasium for
lunch, a band played
period music in the cor-
ner.
Then, in the midst of

the gathering, a student
protest broke out, a pre-
arranged mock march
in which students
marched through with
protest signs and chant-
ing anti-war senti-
ments. The event
continued with other
students being
“drafted” for the war
during the day.
“I am so excited that

GWA decided to under-
take the I Did It For You

project,” senior Megan
McGoldrick said. “Stu-
dents do not know very
much about the Viet-
nam War because of
how unpopular it was
during its own time, so
this is a great way to
educate high schoolers
on a topic in which
they are unfamiliar.
The kick-off  went very
well with protests, a
live band, and informa-
tion given by students
to students. I look for-
ward to learning more
about the science, liter-
ature and history of
Vietnam, but mostly I
cannot wait to cele-
brate the Vietnam vet-
erans and give them the
credit that they truly
deserve.”
The unit will cross

over almost all classes,
including English, art,
history, science and
even physical educa-
tion. Lessons will in-
clude not only history
lessons, but reading lit-

erature of  the era,
watching films, includ-
ing the Ken Burns doc-
umentary “The
Vietnam War,” field
trips to museums, in-
terviews with veterans
and much more.
“I’m really excited to

start the ‘I Did It For
You’ project and con-
nect with Vietnam sol-
diers through their
visits to our classes and
the letters we’ll be writ-
ing to them in Mrs Tay-
lor’s class,” junior
Eliza Malcom said.
“Hopefully this school-
wide project will help
us get a better insight
on what the war was re-
ally like from the men
who had that firsthand
experience and we can
turn everything we’ve
learned into something
others can look at and
learn from as well.”
Sydney Jerman, a

senior at GWA, was
part of  the protesting
crowd and said it really

helped them connect to
the material.
“We kicked off  the

unit with a mock
protest and my govern-
ment class was a part of
the counter-protest,”
she said. “I thought it
was cool how we were
all dancing and listen-
ing to the music, and
then the protestors
came in and started
chanting. It gave us a
little look of  what it
was like during the 60s
when many Americans
were against the war. I
am excited to see what
else this unit brings,
because I don’t know
that much about the
Vietnam War but I
know it created a big
conflict that was never
exactly resolved. I am
excited to hear from the
veterans’ point of  view
and learn what life was
like during the 60s and
70s.”
The unit is projected

to continue through the

end of  March and stu-
dents look forward to
discovering more about
the Vietnam era before
it all comes to a close.
“Being able to be

apart of  a project that
could really make a
lasting impact is such
an honor,” junior Jenna
Lo said. “I think it’s im-
portant to get students
involved on such a big
scale on a project like
this and to utilize dif-
ferent areas of  school
education to help the
cause. There are so
many unresolved issues
from the time period of
the Vietnam War, so
hopefully this project
could help raise aware-
ness for that. I hope vet-
erans see how much the
younger generation is
willing to learn about a
time period they never
experienced and how
much we want to give
the veterans the credit
and honor they truly
deserve.”

GWA | Students play
hippies in mock
Vietnam protest

Students at George Walton Academy conducted a mock protest as part of the kick-off event for a unit on the Vietnam War, titled I Did It for You.
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The Walton County
School District values

our com-
munity
and the
resources
that local
tax dol-

lars provide for us. We
work hard to effi-
ciently use taxpayer
dollars to provide a top
notch education for all
students. You may
often hear us say that
“we strive to provide
the best education we
can afford.” Our four-
star 2017 Financial Ef-
ficiency Star Rating
places us in the 93rd

percentile of  the state.
FESR measures an in-
dividual school dis-
trict’s per-pupil
spending in relation to
the academic achieve-
ments of  its students.
We are proud to have
received four out of
five stars, reinforcing
the fact that we con-
tinue to be good stew-
ards of  funds and
provide great educa-
tional environments
for all students in Wal-
ton County.
As we head into Na-

tional Parent Leader-
ship Month, I want to
express my apprecia-

tion to all of  our com-
mitted parents and vol-
unteers who dedicate
their time and energy
to our schools. It is
safe to say that be-
cause of  you, WCSD is
a better place. Our Par-
ent-Teacher Organiza-
tions, Booster Clubs
and many other volun-
teer organizations are
indispensable to the
work that we do each
and every day.
Youth Middle

School’s 14-classroom
addition is on schedule
to be completed for the
start of  the 2018-19
school year. We are ex-

tremely thankful for
the continued commu-
nity support through
our ELOST program.
The most recent ap-
proval of  ELOST 5 will
allow us to renovate
existing facilities, pur-
chase new school
buses and mainte-
nance vehicles as well
as prepare for future
growth. We are in the
planning stages of  a
small expansion and
renovation to Lo-
ganville High School
as the next major proj-
ect in ELOST 5.
The Board of  Educa-

tion recently elected

Mr. Tom Gibson and
Ms. Diane Turner to
serve as chair and
vice-chair, respec-
tively. I would like to
thank former Board
Chairman David
Breedlove for his com-
mitted service to
WCSD and the Walton
County community.
Mr. Breedlove has
faithfully served as the
chair of  the Walton
County Board of  Edu-
cation for two years
with nine years of
total service thus far.
Under his leadership,
the Board has continu-
ally made decisions to

best serve the students
in Walton County. In
addition, this board
has maintained the
highest level of  gover-
nance training, being
recognized as one of
the few exemplary
boards in the state of
Georgia. We appreci-
ate the continued work
of  our Board of  Educa-
tion and their vision
for the students of
Walton County. 

Nathan Franklin is the superin-
tendent of the Walton County
School District. His email address
is nfranklin@walton.k12.ga.us.
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